BUILDING BETTER CHURCHES THROUGH PREACHING

Thenk God for our churches; alsc for faithful preachers. Crateful for all He has
dene through both, but we are not satisfied with either. Anxiovs for improvement of
bothe As a whole preaching of today is net what it should be and is not egual to
exigencies of the times.

Frezching is commmication of truth by man to men. Tt has in it two essential elemenis——
truth and personality. Preschins is commanication of Divine truth through human
personality for humen redempiion and spiritusl development., It is the divinely ap-
pointed method of winning the lest, buildines up the ssved, and propagating the principles
of the Christisn religion.

Think we are agreed that preaching of our day does not grip the consciences of men
as vigoreusly as did the w“@ac%iﬁf of our fathers. Why? Men are the same; sin is
the same; Uod 1s the sa v@ ig the same: then, the reason must be that the
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If we are to build better churches throorh preaching, we must have three things:
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?qul?lﬁg ramerons Drlencs-——no for them, always need them, cannet have too
many, more have the happisr &mﬁ mxﬂbﬁ will be ?ﬁpf@ﬁﬁﬂﬁ§ Christ in the worlide—
which is a privilege not granied to “ngelsmmﬁvﬁ) teach for Him, interpreting

Crrtat to otheps—-by lips and by lives, hol the Yord of life-—declare living
Woed, echo thoughts of Jesus. point others to "ﬁ%, and feed souls of redeemed,
nelping peonls to peb right with God, aiding tke BEVE n vietorious living, and
wielding ap wlifting influence. #ho is sufficient for these things? Reslize my
vnworthiness and Insbilidy for the task, st become wore uarz tlike, move loviag,
more devoterl, more compassionate, more sccrwfﬂcwa'e mere completely yielded bto His
will., He lonos for better men in the wospel winistry. Hone of us are as good
ber, aughi te b, or He wants us te be, Should comgtantly strive to be betier ma

Better Preparation.

L call to preach is a call to prepare. FPreparation is nvecessury. 11 leargely determines

i
the degree of one's success and usefulness. Two phases o

Fy ey

preparations -



1. The Prepzration of the man.
{1) Physical preparstion,

w

! goud sound body is to a preacher what ood foundation is to a house. The
physical man must be strong to meeb the on the modern minister. The
sounder the body the more sffective his ag will be,

{2) Intellectusl preparation.
Bikle does not oub a3 presims on 1gnorsnce. sn who has learned something
has not commitisd the uwnperdonsble sin by 50, Other things being egual,
a nreacher should SOME SENSS. setmally needs to know something if he
iz zoding to teach ~e, Ope man spoke on versions of the Bible. Ancther sald,
Wie want to keep our people ignorant so they will think we are smert." Another
szid, "issions were born in hell.® Jesus took time io prepare--thirty years
for 2 three year mimistry. 0Gave spestles speclal training. Cuannot improve on
His exa mi@. Faul was well oreparsd, Hrobe, “g%udg to show thyself approved
wndo God.t ?raa:ﬁ what we know, Know what we Learn by study. Got
to kesp uwp Wi ape intelisciuaily. Can't p?ﬂ o it from behind. Feodle
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impression of fserican ministry. Zondervan's statement sbout books g?ea chers
buye Depsndence on the Holy Spirit. He has resources which can never be
Cexhausted., I fail to depend on Him our presching will be powerless.
2. The preparation of the message.
Intelli ,ﬂt?y'ae?ecﬁ a subject or text, reflect on the vurpose of the 3 sermone-arrest
giie ﬁ%loﬁ, arouse interest, zive instruction, convinece the intellect, sti the feel-
ings, influence the will or inspire action, then, pray for divine guldance, faith-
fally study and work. To prepere a real message requires long hours of hard worke
TH 16 o lob easier to move a little box of sermons then it is to dig down, work hard,

ard Fill vp a new one, and thet
Canneot bulld a great chureh gu
modern church 1ife.  Dr. Grave

I1T. Better Preaching.

Some

toin one reason Wy change pastorates so often,
icklye, Shor pa storate is wme of the curses of our
tt at Galilse Crurch for 59 years,

It is a high privilege to hold the highest office from Him Who sits on heaven's throne.

The 1ife of a wminister is filled
experiences with them in Joy and
Wlighted and broken by sin, ebe.
to preach the glorious @UﬁbPl ol
and help, Theose who are rich in
the orucified One. There are

There are lost ones appea aling to

a glorious opportunity! What

strugel

a tremendous taskl

with many nigh hgurE»wPellﬂwsnvp with God's people,
soryrow, have conferences with those whose lives are
Fut the highest hour is when he stands in his pulpit
Christ. A congregation is looking up to hizm for guidance
Christian experience have come for a fresh vision of
ling ones who need strength for the Christian race.
What

the preacher to point ther to the Lamb of God.

¥hat a pressing responsiblility both



e

to God and mani One certainly ought to preach prayerfully, dependently, objectively,
earnestly and expectantly. The task calls for our best, the people need our best, we
owe our best, and the Lord expects our best; andour best is not good enough.

Iif

we would only listen attentlv&ly I believe we would hear owr Lord and our people

saying, Preacher:—-

1.

2o

3.

he

5.

Preach the Gospel. : :

411 of the gospel is truth, but 211 truth is not the gospel. We can preach philosophical
scieniific, and even biblical truth without preaching a word of the gospel. The gospel
is the pood mews that God loves all men, Christ died for all men, He was buried and

He arocse from the grave, and in Him salvation is offered to 2ll men. The Gospel of
Christ is the message which has been given to us, it is the message which has been

given to us, it is the message that men need, and the only message that will produce

the desired resulis.

Exalt the Lord Jesus Christ.

He is the essence of the pospel nessage and the on}v hope of lost men. A Spirit-

filled preacher will strive to sepd his hearers sway saying, "What a wonderful

Saviour ! ¥hat amazging grace ® He has failed if they sey, "Isn't he a clever

preacher?¥  Cannot exalt Christ enoughe. Must preach Chriﬁt—nﬁis virgin birth, victorious

life, vicarious death, victorlous resurrection and visible return.

Comfort the ﬂr@k&ﬂ,“? rhed.
Many bewildered minds and sad hearts. They need the enlightenment of Divine truth
gnd consolations of Divine grace. Preach to broken hearts. There sre some in every

audience.

Encouragpe the people.

They bhave enough troubles and discouragements without the preacher adding to them.

Gne prominent Bapiist mindster in Xentucky, whom T love dearly, who never sounds &
note of encouragenent. One lady heard him and said, "If I thought conditions were
that had T would @ & gun and blow out my brains.® What a pity! Devil's best
weapen 18 discouragement. Why should a preacher be used of him to accomplish his
purpose? Seolding--Vaughn,

Expound the Word of (eod.

“Fresch the Word." That is ouwr duty. God will bless His Word. Expository preaching
is that which comes oubt of the Serivtures and is explanatory of them. Making an
esrnest plea for more of it for two resgond: -

(1) For the sake of us who are preachers,
fe LT will provide us with sermon subjects,
he It will guarantee variety in our preaching,
ceo It will commel us to handle big subjects. :
Tempted to evade the greatest texts because of their transcendent glory and
majesty. Betber to have a great text and 2 poor sermon than nothing great,
de It honors the Word of God.
&. It enables us to be without rivals.
fo It affords many opportunities to Mskin® those who nved it., Not howl much
acout "Thus saith the Lord.?
ge It will insure freshness,
An expository prescher who is a diligent student will never be "preached out.®

(2) For the sake of our listeners.
8. It insures a better knowledge of the seriptures.
This is & day of education and enlichtenment, and very great ignorance of the Bibls
be It gives the Yoly Spirit 2 chance to work. -
c. It helps to build uvp beliesvers.
d. Feople are starving for it.
g, It is elfective.
fe It is enduring.
Hore and better expository preaching will greatly help to increase church attendance

and to build better churches.



